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VISION: We will be a vibrant, dependable and clean city where services are delivered innovatively and effectively. 
MISSION: To provide effective operations of the city through collaboration of members, management and staff. 

 
 
Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 21 December 2015 – 11:00am  
(continuation of the Corporation Board meeting held Wednesday 14 December 2015) 
 
  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP, Chairman 
   Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP 
   Councillor Dennis Tucker, JP    
   Councillor Lawrence Scott  

      Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
     Councillor Henry Ming 
     Councillor George Scott, JP 
     Councillor Carlton Johnson 
     Councillor Nicholas Swan 
            
  Staff:   The City Engineer (Acting Secretary) – Patrick Cooper 
       
      

Apologies:  The Secretary – Edward Benevides 
   The Treasurer – Tanya Iris 
   The Event Project Manager – Danilee Trott 
   The Human Resource Manager – Lindell Foster      

             
 

1. Confirmation of Notice – the Acting Secretary confirmed that the appropriate notice of 
the meeting and agenda were posted according to the meeting guidelines and that this meeting 
is a continuation of the previous meeting of December 14th. 

 
2. Role of the Chairman – the Mayor confirmed his role as Chairman. 

 
3. The Mayor called the meeting to order at 11:00am. 

  
4. Apologies – the Acting Secretary confirmed that apologies were received from Secretary 
Ed Benevides, Treasurer Tanya Iris, Event Project Manager Danilee Trott and HR Manager 
Lindell Foster. 
 
5. Public Participation – the Acting Secretary confirmed that he had not received any 
requests for public participation. 
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6. Correspondence: 
   

There is no correspondence.  
 
7. Status Update: 

   
There are no status updates to report. 

 
 

8. Recommendations for Review: 
 

The Mayor suggested reviewing the second recommendation first. 
 
(ii)  City Hall Car Park Barrier System 
 
The City Engineer confirmed that an open tender process was followed. He reminded the 
Board that a virement for $100K was done at the beginning of the year to kick-start this 
project. He continued that three bids had been received ranging from $65K to $283K. He 
added that due diligence was done and he would like to accept the bid from Hextronic USA 
Corporation ($65K). He added that according to Financial Instructions anything over $50K 
requires a Board resolution which is needed to raise a Purchase Order.  
 
RESOLUTION: that the Board accept the bid from Hextronic USA Corporation for $65K 
for the Car Park Barrier System. 
 
Proposed:  Councillor J. Harvey    Seconded:  Councillor H. Ming 
Unanimous 
Motion Passed 
 
 
(i) Approval of 2016 Budget 

 
    The Mayor stated that despite many requests to the Minister for a letter from the 

Attorney General’s chambers, we still do not have one. This affects the ability of the 
Corporation to enforce parking, especially clamping. He added that this would also affect 
the paid parking expansion plans to include the entire City and for the ability of Corporation 
staff to issue tickets and the Corporation’s ability to raise parking fees without having to go 
through the ordinance procedure (through the House) but through Corporation resolution. 
He noted that there are still ordinances at the AG’s chambers for the last eighteen months 
that have not been gazetted. He added that we need this revenue to pay off the loan to the 
bank that is paying the Mexicans. He stated that the preferred lender would want this 
letter as an assurance before making any loan to the Corporation. He said the Corporation 
can schedule a budget meeting for December 30th or 31st to allow for more time to see if we 
can get the letter. 

 
Councillor Harvey stated that he got the impression from the Mayor’s Christmas reception 
that all would be OK regarding the parking requirements that the Corporation has asked for.  
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The Mayor added that the legislation that will be tabled in February/March 2016 should 
have been tabled in the 2015 session which keeps putting the Corporation in a holding 
pattern. 
 
Councillor Harvey reiterated that both the Premier and the Minister seemed to be in 
support of the required legislation. Councillor Tucker echoed that feeling. Councillor Harvey 
suggested that if the Premier and Minister are indeed in support then we should let it be 
known that it is another ‘cog in the wheel’ to blame for the delay. 
 
Councillor Ming added that the Corporation needs to be cognizant of the fact that as 
directors, we are liable under the law, that if we are in breach of being insolvent, we can’t 
be approving anything until we are sure we have some assurances. Councillor Tucker made 
mention of the correspondence between the Corporation and Alan Dunch. The Mayor 
confirmed that David Kessaram had written a letter to Alan Dunch setting out the 
Corporation’s position and our requirements that have all been sent to the Minister, PS, 
Premier and lawyers.  The Mayor did add that the Minister has seen a draft of the letter 
but that it has been sent back to the AG’s chambers for rewording. The Corporation is once 
again at the mercy of these civil servants. Councillor Tucker agreed that another letter 
should be sent putting the onus on the Premier and the Minister to get the letter from the 
AG’s chambers sent to the Corporation. 
 
A meeting of the Corporation was scheduled for December 29th at 3pm to give time to get 
the letter from the AG’s chambers so that the Corporation can approve the budget. 
Councillor Swan asked who can lobby for the letter. The Mayor confirmed that Councillor 
Tucker could do this but that he would also be sending a letter to the Attorney General. 
Councillor Tucker added that he had a conversation with previous member Glen Smith who 
stated he had seen the letter. It seems all parties are in support of the letter and that we 
are at the mercy of the AG’s chambers.  
 
Further conversation followed about the lack of response from the AG’s chambers. 

 
 

9. Any Other Business 
 

   The City Engineer mentioned that some correspondence from the BIU had been received 
regarding issuance of a 21-day strike notice. It was asked if George Scott has a conflict. 
Councillor L. Scott suggested Councillor G. Scott recuse himself from the discussion. 
Councillor Tucker agreed that in his experience, anyone who has a conflict should recuse 
themselves. Councillor G. Scott noted that this is a democratically elected Board. He will 
stay in the room but will not vote on anything put forward. Councillor Swan noted that 
confidence can be breached, on which side would his loyalties lie? Councillor G. Scott added 
that the meeting is recorded and that he can listen to it at any time so what is the point of 
him recusing himself. Councillor L. Scott suggested that the BIU correspondence received 
be shared at the next Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee meeting and that any 
recommendations be put forward to the Board. 
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Recommendation:  that the BIU letter regarding the 21-day strike notice be sent to the 
Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee for review. 

 
     Unanimous. 

 
The Mayor reminded the members that they needed to provide their passport as well as a          
copy of a utility bill as required by Clarien Bank. 
 
Councillor G. Scott suggested that the Corporation invite Mr. Michael McLean in for a 
discussion so that he could provide answers and an update about the $14M. He added that 
he knows the Corporation is trying to get a loan from a banking institution which he sees as 
necessary but in the interim we should be asking him so we have some clarity. The Mayor 
confirmed that we have liquidators in place. Councillor Tucker noted that there has been no 
response from Donal Smith either. Councillor L. Scott noted that he would not want a 
discussion with Mr. McLean without legal representation being present. Councillor Tucker 
suggested the Corporation meet with the liquidators to seek their advice on any suggested 
meeting with Mr. McLean. 
 
Councillor Edwards made reference to the meeting with the staff at the Works Depot and a 
question asked about the stewardship of the Corporation during the time of the resolutions 
passed about the $18M. The Mayor confirmed that the City was not under the Minster’s 
stewardship at that time. Councillor L. Scott confirmed that there were two instances of 
stewardship and that the resolutions were passed when the Corporation was operating under 
its own stewardship.  
 
 

10.  Motion to Move to Restricted Session 
  
 It was not deemed necessary to have a restricted session. 
 
 
 The Mayor took the opportunity to wish all Members and staff a very Merry Christmas. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:32am. 

 
 
 
 
 ________________________   _____________________________ 
 Date        Mayor 
 
 
        _____________________________ 

       Secretary 

 
Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting No. 11/2015/ZEM                                                                                 Page 4 of 4 


